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200 EXHIBITION OF SOCIETY OF WESTERN ARTISTS. 

ing ; that the talent of the Middle West is of no mediocre quality ; that the 
growth is healthy, feeling the modern influence, but not intoxicated by it, 
and that there is an attempt at more friendly relationship among members 
■of the same profession. 

The effort should be to make these showings as strong as the artists' 
"best work of the year can do it. There is no reason why Chicago should 
not lead in this renaissance, as it certainly possesses the necessary talent. 

The Society of Western Artists is the most important art movement 
that the West has given forth and its growth and continuance is looked 
upon with great interest and favor by the Eastern artists, and they most 
sincerely wish it to succeed. It is not exclusive, inviting, as it does, all 
artists to participate in its exhibitions and offering anybody showing suf- 
rficient ability the opportunity of being enrolled among its members. Its 
last reception, held in Cincinnati, was the most important and successful 
art affair that has ever taken place in that city. One picture is to be 
bought regularly, instead of giving a prize, and Indianapolis, also, devotes 
a certain sum each year for a picture. Ere long all the cities of the circuit 
will do the same thing, and thus an added stimulus will be given to this 
.most estimable association. 

Ralph Clarkson. 
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THE SOCIETY OF WESTERN ARTISTS. 

Organized in Chicago, March, 1896. 

THE Society of Western Artists was organized in Chicago, Illinois, 
March n, 1896, and is the outcome of a general feeling among 
the artists of the Western States that they were at a disadvantage 
.as compared to those of the more closely connected communities in the 
East, in the fact that they were so widely separated. It was thought 
that by a united action and the organization of a society very much 
good could be effected, and the work of Western artists brought before 
the public in a more satisfactory manner than has hitherto been done. 
They have asked all other artists to join them in forming the collection 
-of pictures, etc., contained in this their second annual exhibition, which, 
starting in Cincinnati, will go in turn to the cities of St. Louis, Detroit, 
Cleveland, Chicago and Indianapolis. The response to the invitation 
issued by the society has been very large. From the works submitted to 
the jury the present collection has been selected. From the artists 
represented a number will be elected to membership in the society. 

Frank Duveneck, President. C. F. Browne, Secretary. 
Wm, Forsyth, Vice-President. F. P. Paulus, Treasurer. 



